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Hello Western Alumni! 
I am delighted to tell the story of Ta Her in this 
issue of Connect. We have so many students that 
climb over great barriers to achieve their goals. Ta 
is a powerful example of the tenacity and strength 
of our students who go on to be great alumni in 
their careers and communities. I can’t wait to see 
what Ta’s future holds! 

My nearly 31-year career in alumni relations 
has been important and rewarding. The ability 
to connect alumni with our students and the 
Western story, as well as fundraising efforts, 
has been so valuable in helping our students 
succeed—students like you once were. 

This is my last issue of Connect; I am retiring in 
February. It has been a joy to be part of building 

the Western Alumni Association program for almost 14 years. A huge thank you to 
all that supported these efforts—the 40+ Alumni Board members, the Foundation 
& Alumni Office staff, instructors, College leadership and support systems, and 
especially our 40,000 alumni who were always ready to answer our call for help. 

My first letter in 2006 asked, “since the value of your degree depends on the quality 
of your college, what can you do for Western to ensure the quality you enjoyed 
continues long into the future?” Don’t forget to keep asking yourself that question 
as your answer will always be relevant for the continued success of Western and 
our students. 

Sincerely, 

L – R: Ta and Sally celebrating 
their shared birthdays 

Alumni and Foundation Manager 

WesternConnect is published twice a year for alumni and friends of Western Technical College. 
Western Technical College President:  Roger Stanford, Ph.D. 
Writer/Editor:  Lauri Hoff ’00 | Contributing Writers: Eric Jacobson, Sally Emerson 
Alumni/Foundation Manager:  Sally Emerson 
Graphic Designer:  Sharon Burchardt ’91, ’93 

Western Technical College is committed to principles of equal opportunity and affirmative action. Accommodation requests, or 
questions and complaints about discrimination, harassment, and/or retaliation should be directed to the Employment, Benefits, and 
EEO Manager, 608-785-9274 or TTY 608-785-9551. 

westerntc.edu/alumni 

Connect with us! 
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With love, tenacity, and purpose— 
hard work clears a path 
by Lauri Hoff ’00 

Hard work is physical labor—dirt and 
grease, fatigued muscles, sunburns, and 
calloused hands. Hard work is also sitting 
uncomfortably for long periods of time, 
reading until eyes are bleary and bloodshot, 
joints are atrophied in place—all of it 
punctuated with sleep deprivation. Hard 
work by any other name, be it drudgery, 
toil, struggle; as well as labors of the 
mind, like thinking, studying, formulating, 
patience, and comprehension—is still hard 
work. However, when there is purpose, 
the fortune of opportunity united with the 
promise of something more, the laborious 
grind becomes an honor…a lucky pursuit 
to be honed and cherished every step of 
the way. 

At the close of the Vietnam War, many 
Hmong who fought in support of the U.S. 
were displaced 

refugees were once farmers with no formal 
education before coming to America. They 
couldn’t speak English, drive, write, or use 
basic modern conveniences, and most 
couldn’t read and write in their native 
tongue. Our Hmong brothers and sisters 
have to learn an overwhelming amount 
of information in an attempt to live like 
Americans, with most working harder at this 
than we will ever know. As of today, over 
250,000 Hmong live across the United States, 
with most settling in Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
California, and North Carolina. Most Hmong 
settle wherever the clan decided to settle 
and are still relatively new to the country. 

At 19, Ta Her left the seemingly bucolic 
mountainous farming village known as 
Ba Na in northern Laos. She came to the 
United States to marry Xue, a Laotian political 

exile and refugee 
and forced to leave 
their homeland 
of Laos. Villages 
and farms were 
purposefully 

“I have been so impressed with Ta’s wisdom, 
strength, and drive—almost overwhelming to 

witness. She has truly been an inspiration to me!” 
–Sally Emerson, Alumni and Foundation Manager 

in Thailand, and a 
current resident 
of Wisconsin. 
Escaping a tough 
life and the 

destroyed, forcing monotonous 
the Hmong to hide in the jungle, surrender, destiny of familial poverty were also 
or flee to other countries. Most Hmong motivating factors. No matter how hard one 

L – R: son Ethan, husband Xue, Ta, aunt Khou Yang, son Xavier, and uncle Xiayeng Her 
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worked, the poverty was inescapable. Xue 
was her ticket out of poverty and provided 
her pathway to America; she had to take it, 
though it was desperately painful leaving 
her family behind. Her plan, Ta always has a 
plan, was to earn money for her family, and 
eventually, get them to Wisconsin as legal 
residents. There would be many barriers to 
negotiate and sacrifices to be made before 
that could occur. 

Alumni and Foundation Manager Sally Emerson and Ta 

Shortly after her arrival in 2011, according 
to plan, Ta married Xue and immediately 
became a mother. In a jarring whirlwind 
of change, everything familiar was gone 
and replaced with new societal norms in 
an instant—a 
different 
community, 
language, family 
unit, society: 
everything 
was alien. The 
thick language 
barrier left her 
feeling deeply 

conversation, and meaningful interaction. 
Imagine yourself in that same situation; 
what would you do? After a fair amount of 
coaxing by Ta, her family decided it would 
be a benefit to everyone for Ta to venture 
out of the home and learn some English. 
In a blending of cultures, Ta’s motivation to 
learn English was fueled by a desperation to 
gain independence, confidence, and make 
social connections of her own. Western’s 

solid reputation provided 
a welcoming education 
option—the Learner 
Support and Transition 
division offered exactly 
what Ta needed: specialized 
academic support and 
mentoring. 

Western’s alumni and 
foundation manager, Sally 
Emerson, and Ta Her met in 
2013; they were matched 
together in a Western 
mentor program. According 
to Sally, some mentor 
pairings worked, and some 
didn’t. However, this time, 
it was the beginning of 
something meaningful and 
essential for both parties. 
Their relationship initially 
focused on academics 
and the many challenges 
of learning English and 
Midwestern culture— 

sometimes sad, and at other times, epically 
hilarious. Time progressed, and trust grew 
between them; they talked about everything, 
from strategic plans, career goals, family 
issues, to challenges of the past, and a rose-
colored future. 

Sally is continually impressed by 
Ta is amazing; her love of learning is Ta—her wisdom, strength, and drive 

an inspiration to students and faculty are almost overwhelming to witness. 
alike. She shows what s possible The depth of their relationship 
when you set your heart and mind and eventual friendship gave Ta 
on a goal.” —Steve Meger, Western strength and direction as she grew 
math and science instructor 

alone, lacking, and unconnected. Ta 
found the American-style of living closed 
off and a stark contrast to the open-air 
communal living typical of her village. Her 
brain worked overtime during the hours 
she was left at home; she imagined lively 
scenarios of human engagement, effortless 

and flourished. They learned a great 
deal from each other. Purely focused 
on the end results with a driving 

impatience, Ta flew through the language 
assignments, churning through lessons as 
fast as she received them, all while grappling 
with the new responsibilities of motherhood 
and family life in a strange new place. By 
2014, Ta had a solid grasp of English and a 
GED. Admirably, she was the commencement 
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L – R: Cynthia Gran, Carol Anderson, Sherry Olson, and Ta 
at graduation 

speaker at her graduation! She developed a 
true love of learning and fiercely wants more 
of it. 

A career assessment indicated that Ta would 
make an excellent nurse, and most Western 
advisors agreed; so did Ta. She took many 
health science courses and did exceptional, 
including the notorious gatekeeper class, 
anatomy and physiology. She essentially 
proved to herself she could more than handle 
anything this program would throw at her. 
Carol Reider, an important figure for Ta in 
the Learner Support and Transition division, 
advised and supported Ta every step of 
the way. Ta’s health science class credits all 
transferred to Viterbo, where she secured a 
spot on the Dean’s list and graduated with 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree last 
May. To date, Ta’s proudest moment came at 
the nurse’s pinning ceremony. She worked 
hard to become a nurse and even harder to 
find her place and make her home here. 

Ta has a career she loves and a second 
job she adores even more. Ta works in 
Gundersen Health System’s Medical Specialty 
Unit which focuses on mental and behavioral 

health. She is also a cultural 
liaison and patient-to-physician 
translator for the Mayo Clinic 
in La Crosse. Having proven 
herself financially, Ta is working 
on getting her parents here as 
permanent residents, which 
will officially happen in the 
next few months! She is a 
loving mother to Xavier, 6 and 
Ethan, 7; both attend Irving 
Pertsch Elementary. They do 
homework and read together, 
and Ta teaches them kindness 
and understanding, which she 
says are the most important 
traits. Ta wants them to believe 
in themselves and always try, 
no matter what...always try. For 

herself, Ta plans on more schooling, perhaps 
a master’s degree in something completely 
different. Knowledge for knowledge’s sake 
is profoundly enriching and an incredible 
privilege. Not content to rest on her laurels, 
Ta’s advice to everyone is to keep learning, 
keep moving forward, “change with time, 
don’t be changed by time.” 

“I met Ta when she started at Western; I was her instructor in the Learner Support and 
Transition Division. It was immediately evident she was a uniquely gifted student. Ta 
was able to obtain her High School Equivalency Diploma while learning English. Ta 
always pushed herself—she had dreams and goals to accomplish and she went after 
them in a focused and passionate manner. I helped Ta navigate the unfamiliar system, 
but her success was due to her persistence, motivation, and intelligence. I’m happy to 
know her, and I look forward to watching her continue reaching her dreams. 
—Carol Reider, Learner Support and Transition division 
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Keep up-to-date on all of Western’s 
news at westerntc.edu/news College News 

Western celebrates opening of new 
Student Success Center 

Years of planning, four months of construction, 
and thousands of labor hours comprised the 
remodeling project of Western’s Student 
Success Center. On Oct. 7, the completed 
vision was unveiled to the public—a $5.7 
million renovation project consisting of 
significant and much-needed upgrades. “This 
is a change and a promise to always put 
our students first,” said Cooper Richason, 
Western’s student body president. 

The first floor of the newly completed space 
includes the Welcome Center, Learner Support 
and Transition, the Assessment Center, and 
the Veteran Military Center. The second 
floor of the space is designed for continuing 
student and retention services, which 
includes the Learning Commons; Counseling; 
Access Services; Career Services; and Equity, 
Inclusion, and Community Engagement. 
The Cavalier Cupboard, Western’s food 
pantry, is also housed on the second floor. 

Creating a sense of belonging was critical to 
the overall design of the project. Western’s 
goal is to be a college of first-choice and 
this project was critical to that goal. “We 
want a space where students feel welcome, 
comfortable, and a strong sense of belonging,” 
said Roger Stanford, Western president. 

Wisconsin Lieutenant Governor Mandela 
Barnes spoke at the ribbon cutting ceremony 
and also stressed the student-first philosophy. 
Since becoming Lieutenant Governor, he has 
championed student support services for 
college students, especially those historically 
underserved. He, along with Governor Tony 
Evers, increased funding to the Wisconsin 
Technical College System during the last 
budget cycle to ensure support for all technical 
colleges in the state. 

Photos courtesy of HSR Associates, Inc. 
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 student: learn how to study 

effectively to get more done

in less time, get test taking 

strategies, and collaborate 

Photo courtesy of HSR Associates, Inc. 

Supporting success 
The Learning Commons is a one-stop, 
full-service library and learning area 

For a host of reasons too numerous to 
mention here, most people find it challenging 
to ask for help, or even admit needing it. The 
truth is, everyone needs it now and then; 
that’s why Western puts so much work into 
ensuring it’s effortless to get—whenever it’s 
wanted and needed, with a firm assurance 
that it’s no big deal. 

The Learning Commons provides student-
centric assistance of all sorts. Meet with 
librarians, specialists, peer tutors, or 
instructors if expertise is needed finding 
reference materials, help writing a paper, or 
clarification with math and science classes 
and any other subject. Expect personalized 
or small group assistance. The Learning 
Commons is a great place to relax between 
classes, a quiet place to study, and the 
perfect place to meet with classmates for 
group projects. 

The Learning Commons is a lively hub for 
social and emotional support. Access the 
Cavalier Cupboard food pantry, meet with 
a counselor, find learning support and 
accommodation services, participate in 
community activities, or get involved as a 
volunteer! 

Services, tutoring, and support available 
in the Learning Commons: 

• Library Services 
• Math tutoring 
• Writing and Communications Center 
• Health Science 
• Professional and peer tutors 

No appointments are necessary and 
all are welcome! 

Become a better and happier 

and engage with peers.
 

77 

Experience Western at the Annual College-wide Open House 
Check out all things Western at the biannual open house happening at all locations. Admissions 
information, facility and campus tours, refreshments, and door prizes are available. Find out about 
academic programs, the application process, financial aid options, campus life, student services, 
and more! 

The $30 application fee is waived for those who apply during the open house. 

Get a jump start on completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Financial Aid 
representatives will help with the form. Bring 2018 tax returns to complete the application on-site. 
This service is only available at the La Crosse location. 

Spring Open House | Wednesday, March 25 | 4-7 p.m. 

Stop by to find out what Western has to offer!  
All locations:  La Crosse | Black River Falls | Independence | Mauston | Tomah | Viroqua 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alumni News 
DuraTech appreciation 
We love meeting with alumni at their 
workplaces. DuraTech Industries, 
supplier of graphic components for 
the appliance, automotive, computer 
and electronics, industrial, and medical 
industries, employs a number of 
our graduates and was the perfect 
host for our latest Alumni - Business 
Appreciation Event in December. 

Your 2019-20 Western Alumni Board 

L – R: Anna Van Loon ’07 (president), 
Cooper Richason (Student Government), 
Vlad Tsoy ’11, Pat Cavadini ’01, Craig 
Halvorson ’03, Dee Dee Torgeson ’16, 
Mao Kong ’11 (secretary), Sally Emerson. 
Missing are Ellen Gianoli ’92, Mary Jo 
Stokes ’86, Tim Hyma ’10, Rachel Reeck ’15 

Logger Super Hero Night 
Logger Super Hero Night in July, sponsored by 
Western, brought alumni out to the baseball 
game. Alumna Monica Timm, ’19 Medical 
Administrative Professional, joined in on the 
fun. Pictured are her daughter and second 
year Fire Protection Technician student and 
Holmen volunteer firefighter, Matt Bahr, 
checking out the fire truck. 

Bell ringing 
Western presided over the Salvation Army bell 
ringing, and the Western Alumni Association 
Board spent the day at Festival Foods in the 
Village. Pictured are alumnus Craig Halvorson 
’03 with sons, Ryan and Adam. 

October Open House 
Alumni assisted with the fall 
College-wide Open House. 

L – R: Mao Kong ’11, her daughter 
Abigail, Mary Jo Stokes ’86 

8 



Night of Destruction 
Jamie North ’09 was the Facebook winner of 
the free VIP tickets for the September Night of 
Destruction at the La Crosse Speedway. 

L – R: Sally Emerson, Jamie North, Gary North

More Phi Theta Kappa 
scholarships 
Members of the Beta Nu Chi Chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa recently held an event to bring 
Western alumni together and raise funds to 
support scholarships for current members. 
Cool snowmen! 

L – R: Anna Van Loon ’07, McKayla Haldorson 
’17, Advisor Linda Duffy, Dee Dee Torgeson ’16 

99 

Western alumnus named 2019 Rising Star 
The River Valley Media Group and the 7 Rivers Alliance honor 
those younger than 40 making a positive community impact 

Tony Kirchner is the president and founder of Kirchner Custom 
Builders, along with his brother, Marty. He is also a graduate 
of Western’s Wood Tech program. In 2001, at the age of 23, he 
started his company around an idea—to draw from the most 
skilled tradespeople in the area who also share an affinity for 
community involvement. The ideal recruit would take tremendous 
pride in their work and equally strive to contribute to a beautiful 
and lively community. Today, Kirchner Custom Builders is a 
trusted, thriving business with 35 active and talented employees. 

Kirchner volunteers with the River City Youth Hockey program, a 
sport he’s always enjoyed and values as a worthwhile pursuit outside of work. He shares his love 
of the game through youth coaching and mentoring while teaching the importance of working 
and collaborating as a team. He also volunteers for Coulee Region Mardi Gras, an organization that 
raises funds for Catholic education in our area. In addition to hiring many other Western Wood Tech 
graduates, Kirchner is honored to sit on Western’s 
advisory board. Congratulations to Tony Kirchner, 
and know that we are thankful for all you do in our 
wonderful corner of the world! 

While explaining the importance of our community, 
Kirchner states, “the main reason I volunteer in 
the community is I love it here. There is no better 
place than the Coulee Region to raise a family. 
If everyone helps out a little, a lot can get done. Leadership is something I have taken seriously 
throughout my life, and I am thankful for all the great role models I have had.” 

Congratulations Tony Kirchner 

 “Don’t be afraid to look for a 
career path different from those of 
your peers. Ask yourself, ‘What do I 

excel at?’” —Tony Kirchner 



 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Alumni News 
Instructors and students reunite 
Commercial Art program 
Who would have guessed where Irene 
(Wildasin) Olson’s 
request would 
lead when she was 
contacted during 
the phonathon? 
The Alumni office 
followed up to learn 
more—she wished 
to contact her 
former Commercial 
Art instructor, John 
Syverson. Now 
retired with extra 
free time, Irene is 
putting together a 
genealogy book, 
which is no easy task! While revisiting her 
passion for graphic design, she thought of 
her influential instructor from long ago. It 
took some detective work, but we were able 
to speak with him while he was traveling in 
Arizona. He was pleasantly surprised to learn a 
former student wanted to connect with him. 

John followed up with Irene, and the two 
met for lunch in La Crosse. Irene said, “it was 
enjoyable to share our experiences since our 
time together at WWTI.” They now have hopes 
for a class reunion. Irene is a 1971 Commercial 
Art and 1990 Farm, Business & Production 
Management graduate and John was a 
Commercial Art instructor, 1967–1990. 

Diesel program 
Thanks to the persistent efforts of alumnus 
Steve Brueggen, he found the Diesel 
program’s first instructor, John Jones, in 
Florida, and a reunion was soon in the works. 
Members of the early Diesel program toured 
the state-of-the-art facility and spent the 
afternoon together. 

John reminisced about his hiring in 1973, 
three weeks before classes started for the new 
program. All he had was an unfinished room 
consisting of four walls and a door — that was 
it! Within two years, they relocated to the 
current site in the industrial park. They had 16 
students in each of the first two classes. 

Jones enjoyed the satisfaction of seeing 
students learn and progress. He recalled how 
Westinghouse and other influential companies 
met with students to recruit. “Diesel grads 
always had jobs!” 

L – R: Dick Waldo, Karen Larson ’71, Greg Hutson 
’75, Steve Brueggen ’74, John Powers ’75, Gary 
Heberlein ’75, John Jones, Roger Osegard ’76 

Considering a career in manufacturing? 

• Automation Systems Technology 
• Electromechanical Technology 
• Industrial Machine Controls 
• Mechanical Maintenance 
• Electromechanical Maintenance Technician 
• Manufacturing Systems Maintenance Technician 
• Basic Machining 

• CNC Programmer 
• CNC Operator 
• CNC Setup 
• Precision Machining and Programming 
• Basic Welding 
• Welding and Fabrication 
• Robotic Welding and Fabrication 

Eligible Programs: 

*The Upper Mississippi Manufacturing Alliance (TUMMA) 
TUMMA is an alliance of manufacturers in the Upper Mississippi 

River Region of Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 
To learn more go to TUMMA.org. 

More information and the application can be found at westerntc.edu/TUMMAScholarships 

Apply for a TUMMA* Manufacturing Careers Scholarship—there are $500 
scholarships currently available for the Fall 2020 term. 
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What have you been doing since retirement? I’ve been visiting 
my grandchildren and my great-grandchildren. I’ve been attending football 
games at UW-Platteville—two of my grandsons are on the team. I enjoy 
tailgating and cheering on the Pioneers! I love going out for lunch with 
my high school classmates and playing cards with old friends. I bake and 
enjoy cooking for my friends and loved ones. A tip I learned while working 
in Western’s food service—boil the noodles and dumplings separately, and 
then add them to the soup. I still do that today! 

Where are you living now? I still live in my childhood home of Stoddard. After I married, we 
moved four miles out of town on Proksch Coulee Road, named after my husband’s family and their 
farm. After 34 years of farming, we moved back to Stoddard. 

Have you been involved at Western since retirement? I keep in touch with my 
co-workers and get together with them often. I also keep in touch on Facebook and especially love 
seeing comments from Deb Klug, the person responsible for recruiting me. I am forever thankful to 
Deb; I truly enjoyed the people I met and the experiences I had! 

What was your role at Western? I was a cashier from 1998–2013 and I loved every minute of 
it! I treasured engaging with the students, teachers, and colleagues who came through the cafeteria 
line. A fond memory I have involves a fundraiser for a good cause. The person who raised the most 
money would be named the most popular while also getting to kiss a pig. Much to my surprise, I 
won the contest! The students were so supportive, and I was happy to contribute to the great cause. 
Kissing the pig was fun, too! 

What did you like best about Western? The best part of working at Western were my 
relationships with the students, teachers, and coworkers. I got to know them, and they considered 
me their grandma—that part I enjoyed the most. Every day I would wear a different pin on my 
uniform; the students and teachers would come down to see what pin I had on for the day! Soon, 
students and teachers would bring me new pins as gifts. I thoroughly enjoyed my role at Western and 
all the wonderful people. It was a great 15 years—lots of warm memories that I will cherish forever! 

In this feature, we track down retirees and 
get an update on their life after Western. 

Where Are 
They Now
Sandy Proksch 

Campus visits 
Dave Bagdasarian ’84 Machine Tool and his 
wife, Audrey, came from Georgia to visit the 
Western campus. 
They were able 
to meet up with 
Machine Tool 
instructor and 
fellow alum, 
Randy Christensen 
’83, to learn about 
the program 
today and see 
the awesome 
facilities. Dave is a senior quality control 
analyst with Innomed, a manufacturer of 
surgical instruments for orthopedic surgery.  

L – R: Audrey, Dave, Randy 

Carlos Lopez ’85 Feed, Fertilizer & Farm 
Supply from Columbia, South America, was 
back on campus in August with his son, 
Mateo. They stopped at the campus shop to 
stock up on Western gear! 

Carlos, Mateo 
1111 



 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
  

 
 

  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Classnotes 
1970 
Timothy Collins, Electronics, is celebrating 50 years of 
marriage to Cheryl, and recently took an RV trip through all 
the national state parks in Utah. They reside in La Crosse. 

1972 
Susan Meyer, Dental Asst, continued her education 
earning an accounting degree. She recently retired from 
Carew Concrete in accounts payable after twenty years. She 
and her husband, Denis Munsche, reside in Appleton. 

Ruth (Steele) Morgan, Operating Room Asst, Supervisory 
Mgmt, retired from Mayo Clinic Health System-Franciscan 
Healthcare after 45 years. She and her husband, Richard, 
reside in La Crosse, enjoy their three grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren, as well as winters in Mesa, AZ. 

1973 
Sherry (Reinhardt) Boese, Practical Nursing, has seven 
grandchildren and one on the way. She resides in Nelson. 

Susan Kammel, Data Processing Machine Operations, has 
played the trombone since 6th grade and currently plays 
with the La Crosse Concert Band, DeCapo Band, Westby 
Band, and the Trombone Choir. She resides in La Crosse. 

Randy Knadle, Accounting, has two grandchildren, Parker 
6 and Piper 4. He resides in La Crosse. 

1974 
Steven Brueggen, Diesel & Heavy Equipment Tech, after 
39 years retired from Hundt Implement, was a mechanic for 
29 years, and a service manager for 10 years. He resides in 
Westby. 

Bradley Hegge, Welding, retired in 2017 after working 
42 years in construction and metal working and resides in 
Osseo. 

1975 
Jerry Houdek, Automotive Tech, is retired from Miller 
Brewing Co. He and his wife, Alicia, reside in Flower Mound, 
TX and have ten grandchildren. 

1976 
Bridget Butterfield, Nursing - Tech, has worked for 39 
years as an RN with the last 20 years at Saint Rose Convent, 
retiring in 2017. She resides in La Crosse. 

Kenneth Isler, Visual Communications, has owned Alpine 
Video Productions for 33 years and resides in West Salem. 

1977 
John Blaskowski, Electronic Servicing, and his wife, Patty, 
celebrated 40 years of marriage in September, have three 
grown sons, and reside in Rice Lake. He retired in 2016 after 
38 years advancing through a variety of positions in the 
telecommunications industry. He announces sporting events, 
truck & tractor pulls, radio promotions for community 
events, serves on the Barron County Fair Board of Directors, 
is a member of the Arrowhead Officials Association including 
30+ years as a football, basketball, and baseball official. 

Michael Smith, Bio-Medical Electronics, continued his 
education at Milwaukee School of Engineering in Bio-
Medical Technology and Northern Illinois University earning 
a MBA. He is currently a clinical engineering manager with 
Trimedx and resides in Appleton. 

1980 
Cynthia (Geary) Guist, CIS Programmer/Analyst, 
welcomed a grandson in April 2018 and is expecting another 
grandbaby in March 2020. She resides in Viroqua. 

Tammy (Ewers) Haakenson, Personnel Tech, has three 
grandchildren, Caden 10, Carlie 7, and Vivien 1. She resides 
in Westby. 

1981 
Julie  Gilbertson, Early Childhood Educ, retired in 
September 2018 and resides in Sparta. 

1982 
Richard Barney, Wood Tech, has a son, also a Western 
alumnus, Brian ’06 Mechanical Design Technology. Richard 
resides in Onalaska. 

1983 Glen Hoff, Feed, Seed & Farm Supply, for the past 
11 years has traveled for Organic Valley to regional meetings 
in 34 states to update farmers on the co-op. He resides in 
Coon Valley. 

Gloria Hulett, Nursing, has worked at Care & Rehab for 36 
years where she has held the position of Director of Nursing 
for over 24 years. She appreciates the associate degree 
nurses from Western having advanced knowledge and skills 
to better prepare them for health care regardless of the 
nursing area they pursue. “You have taught us all well!” 
Gloria resides in Hixton. 

Jessica (Lantta) Saucedo, Medical Lab Tech, continued 
her education at Texas State University in accounting and 
the University of Louisiana Monroe in clinical lab science. 
She is currently a chemistry technical supervisor at Central 
Texas Medical Center. Jessica and her husband, Tommy, are 
now empty nesters residing in San Marcos, TX as their son 
is at Texas State University and their daughter attends Texas 
Women’s University. 

1984 
Julie (Dill) Arnold, Early Childhood Educ, married Jerry 
Arnold in 2002 and resides in Sparta. 

James Bierman, Electronic Servicing, retired in October 
2019 and resides in Lancaster. 

Renee (Exley) Keast, Practical Nursing, continued her 
education earning an associate degree and then Family 
Nurse Practitioner - Board Certified (FNP-BC). She and her 
husband, Matthew, reside in Springfield, VA and she has five 
wonderful children. 

1985 
Mary (Jones) Ward, Medical Admin Spec, is manager/ 
business analyst with Optum. She and her husband, William, 
reside in Port Orange, FL. 

1986 
Joan (Tauscher) Gullickson, Office Computer Spec, ’75 
EMT, ’73 Business Machines, and her husband, Mark, are 
retired and enjoying winters in Arizona. They have three 
children and ten grandchildren. 

Geraldine (Luedtke-Iverson) Janzen, Medical Asst, and 
her husband, Eber, decided it was time to move to the next 
stage of their lives by downsizing and moving in July to a 55+ 
condo in Farmington, MN to be near her daughter. 
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Attention spring 

2019 graduates 

Shanen (Baures) Kazynski, 

Please help us out by 
completing our graduate 
follow-up survey; go to: 

westerntc.edu/survey 

The survey is short and 
sweet and greatly appreciated! 

Thank you! 

Susan (Wenaas) Herman, 
Operating Room Asst, ’85 Medical Nursing, is a RN care coordinator at 
Asst, transitioned her business Veterans Health Administration. She 
in October with a new focus. The has children ages 24, 22, and 19 and 
Respite Caregiver of La Crosse - resides in Whitehall. 
The Journey Within, LLC, provides 
companion and health care/ Barbara (Erickson) Horman, 
support as Shanen is a certified end Commercial Art, is an office 
of life doula and life coach. She also 
volunteers with her dog, Jaxson, for pet therapy. Learn more: 
www.respitecaregiveroflacrosse.com. 

1987 
Debra (Pasch) Eckelberg, Medical Asst, will celebrate 36 
years of marriage in February and resides in Wilton. 

1988 
Janet Craig, Marketing-Retail, is a self-employed marketing 
specialist and resides in Surprise, AZ. 

Gregory Krajewski, Electronic Servicing, retired in 2015 
after 17 years as an account manager for Inland Printing and 
resides in La Crescent, MN. 

Thomas Loveland, Business Admin, is retired from the 
Army and along with his wife, Mary Ellen, relocated to 
Wyoming in December 2018 for hunting, fishing, and better 
(no humidity) weather. 

1989 
Sharon Engh, Admin Asst, Finance, retired in 2018 after 
working 18 years in the medical field and is now enjoying 
time with her seven grandchildren. She resides in Viroqua. 

Sharon (Newburg) Morine, Medical Secretary, is a 
receptionist for Dr. Mary Hovel and resides in La Crosse. 

1990 
Sandra Beebe, Electroneurodiagnostic Tech, is living in 
Cottage Grove, MN and plans to move to Clear Lake, IA 
this spring. She is working from home online doing CLTM 
cEEG monitoring. “This is a dream come true after being 
continuous in the field for 31 years.” She is single and has 
one daughter age 33. 

1991 
Tracy Arbanas, Nursing - Tech, has two children and 
resides in Necedah. 

Michelle (Smith) Gardehl, Human Resource - Business 
Admin, is CFO/Manager with Hofmeister Insurance Agency, 
Inc. She and her husband, Matthew, reside in Wonewoc. 

Kevin  Kraft, Nursing - Tech, has a grandson age 10 and 
welcomed a granddaughter in May 2019. He resides in 
Timberlake, NC. 

1992 
Chris Hornbeck, CIS Programmer/Analyst, and his wife, 
Nancy ’04 Human Resource-Business Administration, 
moved to Arizona in July 2019 to escape Wisconsin winters. 
Chris has worked for Reinhart Foodservice since April 1995 
and is able to continue from his home. 

1993 
Pamela (Genske) Gowin, Admin Asst-Information 
Processing, is a guest service coworker at Kwik Trip and 
resides in Marshfield. 

administrator for Neighborhood 
Family Clinics, Inc. and resides in Bangor. 

1995 
James Frydenlund, Electromechanical Tech, married 
Katherine on September 14, 2019 and resides in Westby. 

Matthew Graewin, Diesel & Heavy Equipment Tech, has 
worked since graduation as a heavy equipment and auto 
mechanic. In 2008 he began working for the Juneau County 
Highway Department and in August 2019 accepted the shop 
foreman position. He resides in Kendall. 

Thomas Wink, Commercial Art, is celebrating 16 years of 
his business, Virtuoso Graphics. He and his wife, Lori, have 
recently adopted Mya who joins their adopted daughter 
Ashley and son Jacob, at their home in Pearland, TX. 

1996 
Cheri (Sampson) Brudos, Accounting, is a business 
accounting specialist with the School District of Onalaska and 
resides in Ettrick. 

Rachel (Smolek) Gregory, Commercial Art, has had four 
strokes since 2014, and also celebrated the birth of a son that 
year. She and her husband are also raising his nephew, age 
10, and they have recently purchased their first home in La 
Crosse. 

Ben Kripps, Marketing, is president of ClearView Sunrooms 
& Windows and resides in Madison. He was part of WMMA 
when at Western and encourages students to join local 
clubs/organizations and job shadow or work in the field 
you are interested in pursuing as it helps on a resume when 
competing for a job after graduation. 

1997 
Kathleen  (Boardman) Bieze, Office Asst, is attending 
Madsion Technical College for business management. She 
resides in Montello. 

1998 
Jessica (Puent) Conrad, Printing & Publishing, and her 
husband have owned Custom Flooring since 2011 in Melrose 
where they also reside. 

1999 
Shannon Havlik, Agribusiness Science Tech, started a new 
position as feed office manager for United Cooperative in 
Wilton. 

2000 
Cathy Cotton, CIS Microcomputer Spec, CIS Microcomputer 
Tech, ’74 Medical Lab Tech, is celebrating 45 years with 
Gundersen Health System, first as a medical lab tech and 
then support specialist I at the IS helpdesk since 1999. She is 
looking forward to retirement in 2020. 

Dawn Guilaume, Paralegal, has owned Mocha Mouse, a 
restaurant, coffee shop, and Wisconsin gift store, since 2011. 
She resides in Black River Falls. 
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Classnotes 
Nina (Newton) RadhaKrishna, CIS MicroComputer 
Spec, ’99 CIS MicroComputer Tech, and her husband, Hari-
Om RadhaKrishna (Jeffrey James Halverson) ’90 CNA, have 
recently moved back to La Crosse after five years in Ashland, 
OR. Nina is a desktop support technician II at Logistics 
Health, Inc. and Hari-Om is owner and lead instructor with 
Eclectic Holistic Asian Martial Arts and classical yoga. 

2001 
Erinn (Calhoun) Brandau, Dental Asst, has owned 
Dental Express Staffing in Wilton for ten years. She hires 
for businesses throughout the state and is currently hiring 
dental assistants and hygenists. She resides in Wilton. 

Charlene (Ecklund) Elderkin, Graphic Design, became a 
certified harpist for patients in March and resides in Soldiers 
Grove. 

2003 
Michelle Caley, Food Production Spec, ’02 Marketing, 
resides in Genoa with her daughter, Kaylea 5, and has 
returned to Western to earn credits toward a bachelor’s 
degree in marketing. 

Catherine (Stelpflug) Dufresne, Physical Therapist Asst, 
married Lauren Dufresne in 2016 and resides in Lowell, MA. 

2004 
Amanda Parlow, Criminal Justice - Law Enforcement, 
was a correctional officer at Jackson County 2013-17, and 
the Monroe County Justice Department in 2017, leading 
to a promotion in December 2018 to OWI Treatment Court 
Case Manager. She completed Jail Academy certification at 
Western in 2018. Amanda is engaged to David Smith and has 
step-children ages 8, 9, 13, and 14. They reside in Sparta. 

2005 
Patricia Formanek, Emergency Medical Services, is 
retired from Western and works outside of the home to keep 
busy. She resides in La Crosse. 

Kimberly (Guderian) Jafs-Mahoney, Graphic Design, 
welcomed Laney in August and started a new job at Central 
Lutheran Church. She resides in Winona, MN. 

Allyn (Reyes) La Count, Nursing, graduated from Winona 
State University in May, completing a BSN degree. She 
is continuing her education through Western Governors 
University to earn a MSN - Education degree. Allyn works in 
the surgical services department at Mayo Clinic and became 
an adjunct clinical instructor for Viterbo University this fall. 

Teresa (Cleveland) Powell, Medical Lab Tech, ’94 Food 
Service Mgmt, is a histotechnician with Marshfield Clinic. 
She and her husband, Doug, reside in Marshfield. 

Mark Rewey, Diesel & Heavy Equipment Tech, is a mobile 
service tech for Allstate Peterbilt of Tomah. He and his wife, 
Joslyn (Sommerfeldt) ’07 Health Information Tech, reside 
in Sparta. 

2006 
Beth Brink, Marketing, is a business account support 
specialist for Sprint. She and her husband, Thomas, reside in 
Winona, MN. 

Kimberly (Fahrney) Krueger, Nursing, ’05 Practical 
Nursing, is currently pursuing a degree in the Health 
Information Technology program at Western. She, husband 
Jason, and daughter Ruby 8, reside in Coon Valley. 

2007 
Robert Huehn, Electromechanical Tech, retired in April 
2019 and resides in La Crosse. 

Roderick Winterfield, Criminal Justice - Law 
Enforcement, is a correctional officer at the Federal 
Correctional Institution in Oxford. He and his wife, Laurie, 
reside in Poynette. 

2008 
Ross Baxter, Criminal Justice - Law Enforcement, is 
enjoying life with his eight month old son and resides in 
Onalaska. 

Richard Halverson, Automotive Tech, has owned Halver’s 
Repair in La Farge since December 2018. He and his wife 
have been married 15 years and have two children, ages 11 
and 2 

2010 
Linda Buarapha, Instructional Asst, is a new business 
owner in downtown La Crosse, LBS Healing, LLC, and resides 
in Onalaska. 

Gail (Schindler) Stanton, Nursing Asst, has sons ages 16, 
13, 11, 5, and a daughter age 1. The family resides in Sparta. 

2011 
Andrew Frei, Radiography, and his wife, Jessica 
(Klinkner) ’12 Marketing, have two sons, born in April 2017 
and May 2019. They reside in Tomah. 

Keaton Green, Accounting, has a daughter, Vada, 19 
months old, and resides in Hixton. 

Nathan Greene, Electrical Systems Installation & 
Maintenance, has two sons, Dante 3-1/2 and Orion born in 
July. The family resides in Onalaska. 

2012 
Devin Clark, Air Conditioning, Heating, and Refrigeration, 
is continuing his education at Ferris State University in 
HVAC engineering and energy management and is a senior 
laboratory technician at Sub-Zero Group. He and his wife, 
Jessie, reside in Lodi. 

Kellen Guinn, Marketing, continued his education earning 
a BA in Leadership & Organizational Management from UW-
Oshkosh in 2014 and a Master of Business Administration 
from Capella University in 2019. He is a senior agency 
specialist with State Farm and resides in Overland Park, KS. 

Amy (Kotek) Jankowski, Office Support Spec, has been 
a feed program associate at Organic Valley for six years. She 
was happily married in April 2019 and is enjoying life with 
her husband in Viroqua. 

Blayne Kozelka, Radiography, continued his education at 
UW-La Crosse earning a bachelor’s degree in biology with a 
concentration in biomedical science in 2016 and a Master’s 
of Science in Physician Assistant Studies at Concordia 
University Wisconsin in 2018. He is now a physician 
assistant with Gundersen Health System and resides in 
La Crescent, MN. 

Amy (Anderson) Rauert, Instructional Asst, is celebrating 
four years of teaching music and owning her own business, 
Double A Music. Amy was married to Bill Rauert April 6, 
2019 and they reside in Gering, NE. 
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Are you, your child, or someone you 
know planning to attend Western?  

Be sure to check into the Western Foundation 
Nikole (Devine) scholarships: westerntc.edu/scholarshipsSchroeder, DisAbility 
Support Spec, is a CNA 
at the Tomah VA Medical  Applications due 
Center. Her husband, 
Bobby Schroeder ’08 
Diesel & Heavy Equipment 
Tech, is a heavy mechanic 
for Accent Controls, Inc. in 
Ft. McCoy. Nikole started 
Western’s Nursing-ADN 
program in the fall. Bobby 
has supported her decision to go back to school to benefit 
not only their family, but herself to grow within her field 
of work, is proud of all of her accomplishments, and fully 
supportive of her to finish. 

Heidi (Rach) Semke, Accounting Asst, ’10 Medical Coding 
Spec, is a stay at home mom and resides in Chaseburg along 
with her husband, Nathan. 

Sarah Walters, Accounting, is the billing coordinator for 
Bee Cab and resides in La Crosse. 

2013 
Lincoln Beery, Diesel & Heavy Equipment Tech, recently 
started a business called Yield Boosters, LLC with a partner in 
January 2019. He resides in Painview, MN. 

Catherine (Deneen) Bruening, Medical Lab Tech, 
married Jacob Bruening in August 2019 and resides in 
Eitzen, MN. 

Violette (Phinisee) Chlad, Human Resource Mgmt, and 
her husband, Arthur Chlad ’15 Electrical & Computer 
Engineering Technologies, welcomed a son in August 2019. 
Violette is a talent acquisition specialist with Pindel Global 
Precision and Arthur is an electrical engineer with Magnetek. 
They reside in Franklin. 

Sally Hamilton, Nursing, ran in the Boston Marathon for 
the first time in the spring of 2019. She resides in Onalaska. 

Maria (Johnson) Spearbecker, Physical Therapist Asst, 
is a PTA with Gundersen Health Systems and resides in 
Caledonia, MN with her husband, Don, and children. 

2014 
Valerie Brunoni, Nursing, now has a Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing degree and resides in La Crosse. 

Brent Deaver, Culinary Mgmt, was promoted to general 
manager at Log Jam and resides in Viroqua. 

James Heidlage, Fire Protection Tech, has owned his own 
business, Heidlage Masonry, in Holmen since 2011. 

Nicholas Hesse, Supervisory Mgmt, is relocating to 
Madison and will work for the UW system in the business 
processing system. 

Ryan Kennedy, Web & Software Development, continued 
his education at Franklin University, recently earning a 
bachelor’s degree in computer science and resides in 
La Crosse. 

2015 
Nicole Ames, Paralegal, married Andrew Runglod in 
September of 2018 and resides in Houston, MN. 

Grant Birnbaum, Electronic Systems Installation & 
Maintenance - IEM, recently remodeled his house and 
resides in Eau Claire. 

June 1 

Christine (Dolesy) Gargulak, Nursing, earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing degree from Western Governors 
University in 2018. She is a registered nurse at the Krohn 
Clinic and resides in Black River Falls with her husband, 
Gordon, and sons, Travis and Nathan. 

Sheri Scudieri, Biomedical Electronics, was recently 
promoted from clinical engineering specialist to imaging 
equipment specialist at Gundersen Health System and 
resides in La Crosse. 

2016 
Hannah Carlson, Culinary Mgmt, is the manager of Old 
Oak Coffeehouse in Niwot, CO. 

Heather Elkiki, Nursing, is a triage/anticoagulation RN at 
Fairview Clinic - Rosemount. She and her spouse, Mustafa, 
reside in Eagan, MN. 

Nickolas Falken, Accounting, is pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in business at UW-Stout and resides in Menominie. 

Janet (Kellum) McPheron, Therapeutic Massage, was 
married in September 2019 to Lamont McPheron and they 
reside in Viroqua. 

Megan (Budde) Pitel, Nursing, married Matt Pitel in 2017 
and welcomed daughter Celeste in 2018. They reside in 
Brownsville, MN. 

2017 
Mandy Alverson, Dental Asst, is an oral surgeon assistant 
at Coulee Region Implant and Oral Surgery Clinic and resides 
in La Crosse. 

Emily (Blum) Bowers, Graphic Design, is an 
administrative coordinator with Minnesota Flexible 
Corporation and resides in South St. Paul, MN. 

Tage (Johnson) Bushman, IT Network Tech, and his 
husband, James, have had a great experience hosting two 
exchange students from Poland and Italy. Tage and fellow 
alum, Jacob McAllister ’18 IT Web & Software Developer, 
started the company Pearing Solutions which has been 
growing and doing well.  James is an instructor in the Digital 
Media Production program at Western. 

Erik Drievold, Accounting, married Heather Evans on 
August 31, 2019 and resides in La Crosse. 

Heidi Duncanson, Nursing, is the director of clinical 
services with Volunteers of America, Stanley Jones & 
Associates. Her husband, Patrick, is a dairy farmer with 
Duncanson Holsteins and they reside in Winona, MN. 

Ty Edwards, Emergency Medical Tech - Basic, has 
been a full-time employee with the City of Onalaska Fire 
Department since 2016 and resides in Onalaska. 

Brittany Henderson, Practical Nursing, welcomed a son, 
Miles, in August, and resides in Coon Valley. 
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Committee for Western Technical College District, will be 
accepting applications of District residents for appointment 
consideration to the Board of the Western Technical College 
District. Application materials will be available during the 
month of February 2020. 

The Western District Board currently holds its regular meetings 
during the afternoon of the third Tuesday of each month at the 
District offices in La Crosse. Special Board meetings are held as 
needed. District Board members serve without compensation, 
but receive reimbursement for necessary expenses incurred in 
performing official duties. 

Applicants must submit an application, at least two letters of 
reference supporting their nomination to the District Board, 
and must attend a public hearing and meeting of the District 
Board Appointment Committee to be interviewed. 

Watch for upcoming news releases if you are interested in 
serving. 

Western District Board Member Opportunities 

Tara Johnson, Chairperson of the District Board Appointment 

Classnotes 
Christina Jurkowski, Nusing, will be taking an EMS class 
in Lyndon Station where she resides. 

Anna Veglahn, Business Mgmt, continued her education 
at UW-Stout in management and at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University earning a master’s degree in business 
administration. She is employed at Gundersen Health System 
and resides in La Crosse. 

2018 
Isabel Bauer, ASLA, after studying Geoscience at Winona 
State University for a year, transferred to UW-La Crosse to 
study Geopgraphy-GIS. She is happy to say all of her Western 
credits transferred to both schools! Bel is a cashier at 
Menards and resides in Onalaska. 

Konnor Garrido, Landscape Horticulture Tech, shared that 
Western and teachers were great and that the Horticulture 
program prepared him for his future. He resides in La Crosse. 

Katie Griffing, Architecture Tech, was recently employed 
as a hospitality associate at Western Technical College and 
resides in Onalaska. 

Kemesha Harper, Human Services, is a Strong Families 
consultant at the Parenting Place and resides in La Crosse. 

Hugh Hoffmann, Digital Media Production, started his 
own business, Fireside Video Creations, in May 2019 and 
resides in Viroqua. 

Denae (Dahl) Schultz, Criminal Justice, and Dustin 
Schultz ’18 Criminal Justice, were married July 2019 at 
Celebrations on the River in La Crosse and she now has a 
stepdaughter, Heidi 8. Both will graduate May 2020 from 
Viterbo University with bachelor degrees in criminal justice. 
Denae is a La Crosse Medical Examiner Office intern and 
Dustin is executive director of the La Crosse Area Veterans 
Mentor Program. 

Meagan (Bautch) Wells, Individualized Tech Studies, 
is a business solutions analyst with Assurant. She and her 
husband, Gordon, reside in Whitehall. 

2019 
Matt Eads, IT Networking Systems Admin, is an operations 
control systems analyst with Dairyland Power Cooperative. 
He is continuing his education at UW-Stout in information 
and communications technology. Matt and his wife, Jennifer, 
reside in La Crosse with their three daughters, Camille, Emma, 
and Paige. 

Jacob Finley, IT Networking Systems Admin, is an IT 
technician at the University of Minnesota and resides in 
Minneapolis. 

Kayla Foster, Accounting, is an accounting clerk with P1 
Group and resides in Lenexa, KS. 

Hilary Kendhammer, Basic Industrial Power, is continuing 
her Western education in the Manufacturing Systems 
Maintenance Technician program and resides in La Crosse. 

Stephanie Kliment, Occupational Therapy Asst, is a 
certified occupational therapy assistant for Aegis Therapies 
and resides in Manitowoc. 

Adam Kotek, Human Resource Mgmt, is employed by 
Andersen Corporation and is responsible for talent acquisition. 
He and his partner, Robert Ludes, also employed with 
Andersen, reside in St. Paul, MN. 

Jeremiah Nimeskern, IT Web & Software Developer, is a 
software developer for Management Computer Services and 
resides in Blair. 

Ashley (Regan) Ransome, Nursing, is a RN at the 
Oklahoma Allergy and Asthma Clinic and resides in Yukon, OK. 

Ike Rebout, Business Analyst, was named the Chief of Staff 
at The Highground Veterans Memorial Park in Neillsville in 
October. Duties include operations management of the 140 
acre park, museum, and 300 acre campground along with 
staff. The mission of The Highground is to honor, educate, and 
heal, along with serving veterrans and their families while 
educating the public on the sacrifices of our military members. 

Alex Stevens, Industrial Electrical Tech, is an electrical 
apprentice with Dick’s Electric in Winona, MN and is working 
toward a journeyman license in four years. He resides in 
Trempealeau. 

PaChia Vue, Paralegal, is a legal assistant for Moen Sheehan 
Meyer, Ltd. and is working on a bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration and Management at Viterbo University. 

Nkaonyia Yang, Human Resource Mgmt, is a human 
resource specialist with Citizens State Bank. She and her 
husband, Ger Vue, reside in Onalaska. 
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In Memoriam 
Daniel Anderson 9/1/2019 
1988 Feed, Fertilizer & Farm Supply 

John Barris 8/2/2019 
1991 Mechanical Design Tech 
1975 Mechanical Drafting 
1974 Wood Tech 

Mary (Slette) Berg 6/20/2019 
1968 LPN 

Samuel Berkich 8/17/2019 
2016 Electronic & Computer Engineering Tech - CET 

John Brennan 6/23/2019 
1986 Radiography 

Ronald Buckles 8/19/2019 
1974 

Ronald Clark 5/31/2019 
2008 Farm, Business & Production Mgmt 

Jason Dailey 11/12/2019 
2016 Electronic & Computer Engineering Tech - CET 

Thelma (Conrad) Fuenger 4/8/2019 
1993 Community Developmental Disabilities Assoc 

Lenore (Senn) Gentry 8/10/2019 
1975 Nursing 
1969 Practical Nursing 

Kay Groth 2/5/2019 
1987 Nursing 

Scott Halvorson 8/18/2019 
1998 Automotive Tech 

Earl Klankowski 8/25/2019 
1976 Data Processing 

Wendy (Leytham) Knudtson 9/7/2019 
2000 Radiography 

Mary Marshall 6/26/2019 
1986 Police Science 

Kelly Mauss 9/10/2019 
2008 Accounting 
1992 Dental Asst 

Carol Melcher 6/25/2019 
1950 Commercial Courses 

Gary Michel 6/5/2019 
1978 Nursing - Tech 

Daniel Mish 11/4/2019 
2002 Automotive Tech 

Sheila (Shuda) Newburg 7/19/2019 
1982 Accounting 

Amy Peek 9/3/2019 
2011 Accounting 

Jeffrey Pohlman 7/15/2019 
1994 Human Resource - Business Admin 

Jerold Ross 7/14/2019 
1977 Bio-Medical Electronics 

Susan (Merrell) Schafer 7/6/2019 
1996 Health Unit Coordinator 

Cynthia Tauscher 11/5/2019 
1999 Supervisory Mgmt 

Marjorie (Marge) Watson 8/24/2019 
1974 Ward Clerk 

Jack Wuolle 8/19/2019 
1973 Welding 

Deborah (Charles) Youngman-Finney 9/9/2019 
1992 Printing & Publishing 

Western Staff 
Robert Franks 11/6/2019 

Harry Hiser 8/30/2019 

Kenneth Wing 9/4/2019 
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Remember When... 
Dave Bagdasarian shared this photo of his 1984 Machine Tool Technics 

classmates at commencement held at the La Crosse Center. 
Pictured L – R: Dave Baker (deceased), Dean Rink, Larry Rodenburg, Jeff Pedretti, Marty Karpa. 

Do you have a photo to share? Contact the Alumni Office at 608-789-6083 or alumni@westerntc.edu. 

Alumni 

Attention alumni— 
these benefits and 

services are just for you! 

Career Resources 

Insurance 

Alumni Marketplace 

Shopping Discounts 

Athletic Event Admission 

Library Services 

Wellness Center Discount 

Email Address 

Alumni Scholarship 

Visit westerntc.edu/alumni > Services 
and Benefits for details. 

Upcoming Events 

Distinguished Alumni Award 
Nominations due Jan 31 

Ready, Set, Go…Get That Job!   
Feb 4 • 5:30–7:30 p.m. • Lunda Center 

Alumni Board Meeting  
Feb 10 • 5:00 p.m. 

Coleman Center, Room 128 

Construction & 
Apprenticeship Career Fair 
Feb 13 • 2 – 4 p.m. • Lunda Center 

Tribune Career Fair 
March 12 • Lunda Center 

College-wide Open House 
March 25 • Lunda Center 

Distinguished Alumni 
Award Reception 

April 25 • Noon - 1:30 p.m. • La Crosse Center 

Alumni Board Meeting 
May 11 • 5:00 p.m. 

Coleman Center, Room 128 

Scholarship Golf Outing 
May 27 • Noon • Cedar Creek Country Club 

Mark your calendars! 
Visit westerntc.edu for 
more information about 

these events: 

A L U M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N  
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Name ___________________________________________________________________________ 
First M.I. Last 

Name at Graduation (if different) _____________________________________________________ 

Program ______________________________________________________________ Yr. ______ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________________  State__________ Zip_____________ 

Cell __________________________________ Landline _________________________________ 

Email ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Employer_________________________________________________________________________ 

Job title __________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse___________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse is a Western Alum l    Spouse program/graduation year ___________________________ 

Additional news for college publication:________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Keep us up to date with changes in contact information and tell us 
what you’ve been doing since graduation. New job, baby, marriage, or 

honor? We’ll print it in an upcoming edition of Connect. Include your email 
address and the classnote will be sent to you before publishing. 

Mail to: Alumni Office, 400 7th Street North, La Crosse, WI 54601 
or complete online at: westerntc.edu/stay-connected 

We want to hear from you! 

A publication for alumni & friends of Western Technical College 

WESTERNCONNECT 

Western Alumni Association 
Western Technical College Coleman Center Room 130 

304 6th Street North, La Crosse, WI  54601 

alumni@westerntc.edu  608-789-6083  westerntc.edu/alumni  
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