
M y name is Juliana Zolondek. Two years ago,
I was living in Wyoming and attending Black 

Hills State University. I was pregnant and about to 
deliver my son. I found myself as a single parent 
without childcare. I could no longer attend
classes or find support when I needed it most.  

I moved back to Mauston to be closer to family 
and to find work. Last August, I started a position 
with Quartz Health Solutions as a customer
service representative. However, I still had a 
dream of returning to school and earning a
business degree. I strive to set a good example 
by showing my son the importance of education. 

Western Technical College allows me to earn a 
quality education while achieving these goals. 

Not only do I work full time, attend school, 
and care for my son, I am also a member of the 
Juneau County Historical Society. I assist with 
events and research projects. My favorite area 
to research is Necedah and the Castle Rock Lake 
area. I love this beautiful region and find the 
history fascinating.

Thank you to the donors who make scholarships 
possible. Your belief in students like me provides 
a better future for families and makes the world 
a better place. Please know this is very much 
appreciated and will go a long way as I complete 
my business management degree. 

Thank you!

M y name 
is Abdul 

Bolageh 
Cole. I am an 
international 
student from 
Sierra Leone, 
West Africa. 
I am a Diesel 
and Heavy 
Equipment 
program 
student; I 
also work as 
a resident 

assistant in the dorm and as a Western 
campus security officer.

Growing up in Sierra Leone, I never thought 
I would go to college because of my
upbringing and environment. Other kids in 
my area rarely went past high school. My 
family didn’t have much; I grew up eating 
whatever I found on my plate and wearing 
whatever I could find in my wardrobe.

In 2016, I volunteered on a ship called 
African Mercy, a hospital ship stationed in 
Cotonou, a lively port city on the coast of 

Benin, West Africa. I served onboard as an 
able-bodied seaman. By chance, Nathaniel, 
a native from Wisconsin, came to work as
a deck rating. A new high school graduate,
he was taking time off for travel and
adventure. I was his supervisor; we ended 
up as best friends.

We talked a lot, and on one particular
night, I said, “Man, I am looking for a school 
that offers a diesel program.” He said,
“I know a guy who went to a school called 
Western Technical College.”  That week, he 
left the ship and returned to Wisconsin. 
We kept in touch, and about three weeks 
later, he sent me a link to Western’s website. 
After much research, I decided to come to 
Western Technical College. It seemed like 
the perfect fit. 
 
While I was researching Western, I kept
seeing one thing over and over: “We want 
our students to succeed.” I told myself that
if they want their students to succeed,
all I have to do is put in the work to reach 
my goals.

It took me three years to finish the
paperwork, raise funds, and gather the 

many documents the government and 
school required. The effort was worth it. 
I am the first person in my family to go to 
college, and I’m so grateful to be here!

However, I cannot achieve my goal of 
becoming a Diesel and Heavy Equipment 
Technician without others’ generosity. I 
was fortunate to receive scholarships when 
I needed them most. As an international 
student, I am not eligible for financial aid, 
so Western Foundation scholarships are the 
only financial help I can get.

As the 2020 Western Student Ambassador, 
I find myself talking with many students 
about their academic struggles. Usually, 
it comes down to unexpected financial 
difficulties: job loss, car breakdowns, or not 
having money for gas. Because you donate, 
our education is possible. I want to show
everyone I grew up with that if I can go
to college, they can too!

Thank you on behalf of every student at 
Western; thank you for making our
education possible.

Juliana Zolondek

Abdul Bolageh Cole
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FUND BALANCE 2019-2020

   Beginning $7,397,175

   Ending $7,188,439

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
SUPPORT AND REVENUE 2019-2020

   Contributions $565,590

   Investment Income $277,025

   College in-kind, Rental, Other $362,258

Total Support and Revenue $1,204,873

EXPENSES 2019-2020

   Awards $527,012

   Program Support $425,455

   Contracted Services, Other $461,142

Total Expenses $1,413,609

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
ASSETS 2019-2020

   Current Assets $847,681

   Investments $6,940,033

   Other $6,103

Total Assets $7,793,817

LIABILITIES 2019-2020

   Liabilities $605,378

   Net Assets $7,188,439

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $7,793,817



M y name is Tanya 
and I know the  

terrible realities of 
homelessness. As a 
single mother of three 
living in Hawaii, I found 
myself struggling to 
make ends meet.
Our family of four lived 
in one room and shared 
a bathroom with other 
tenants in the building. 
Our kitchen consisted 
of a microwave and a
mini-fridge tucked
in the corner of our 
room. I was on the
verge of homelessness 
as I desperately tried to 
provide a stable life for
my family. 

I loved my job as a skills trainer for the elderly and special needs adults 
who want to maintain independent living, but it didn’t provide a livable 
wage for my family. I needed a job that would make caring for my family 
a comfortable reality. I knew I could do it with a college degree. Education 
was the answer—it’s always the answer!  

It was about this time that my brother was attending Western Technical 
College and encouraged me to enroll. That well-timed suggestion was 
all I needed! My feelings of hope for a new beginning were ignited.  We 
packed our bags and moved from Hawaii to Wisconsin. 

Fresh from Hawaii and newly in La Crosse—I started school in the
Business Management program with excitement and optimism. We
initially lived with my brother to save on expenses. Everything was going 
great until he announced he and his family were moving to Texas. Once 
again we faced homelessness, but this time in a new and unfamiliar 
community where the weather wasn’t as forgiving. My part-time job in 
Western’s Financial Aid department couldn’t provide the financial security 
I needed while completing my degree.  

Fortunately, I received support just in time. I was awarded a Western 
emergency scholarship to help me stay in school and care for my children. 
The La Crosse Housing Authority provided a safe place to live that we 
could call home.

I can’t believe our good fortune and the caring community we joined.
We feel safe and appreciate our home while I know that better things are 
yet to come! I will finish my degree soon and look forward to a fulfilling 
career—and maybe another degree! Your generosity is a blessing. I cannot 
wait until I am in a position to give, to help others achieve their dreams 
and reach their goals.

M y name is Amber 
Lambright; I warmly 

thank all who donate to 
the Western Foundation. 
Thank you for the
scholarships–your
generosity makes
education a reality for 
many students. Because
of you, students like me 
can change their lives.

I was raised in a different 
environment than most. 
My parents were Amish 
and have an 8th-grade 
education. They never had 
the opportunity to attend 
high school or college. 
They work very hard to 

keep their chicken farm going. Every dime is reinvested 
on the farm.  If I wanted to attend college, I would have to 
navigate the process and pay for it myself.  

As a first-generation college student with a non-traditional 
background, I immersed myself in everything Western 
offers. I want to continue my education and advance my 
skills to be a significant contender in the business world.

I’m the kind of student who took a full credit load, was a 
Resident Assistant at the Western Residence Hall, was a 
DECA organization member, and worked a campus job.
I appreciated the financial security so I could focus on 
academics, enrichment and leadership opportunities, 
and of course, endless homework. I worked very hard to 
get the most out of the educational opportunities and 
experiences at Western. I’ve gained much and grown 
even more.

Because of Western, I have the confidence to continue my 
education. I finished my degree this summer with a 4.0 
and transferred to the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
to pursue a bachelor’s degree in business administration. 
Western made this possible. This is a journey my parents 
never imagined for me, but Western’s resources helped 
me at every step I needed it.

Thank you for supporting the scholarship fund and
making my Western experience possible. It shows that 
Western truly cares about my success, and the success
of every student!

Tanya Gellantly Amber Lambright

2019-2020
Celebrate our remarkable students as they share their

stories of strength and perseverance and give thanks for your
life–changing generosity. Together, we change lives.
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Engineering 
Technical
College
Affordability
Undoubtedly, 2020 has been, and continues 
to be, a challenging year. Covid-19 and the 
efforts to reduce the spread are causing many 
disruptions in our lives; this is especially true 
for students at Western Technical College. 
In addition to the challenge of adapting to 
online learning, many students are helping 
their own children with online school. Some 
students are caring for sick family members, 
and many had their work hours reduced or 
eliminated.

Our students face intensified financial 
challenges. Despite exciting growth in the 
number and size of scholarship awards, we 
cannot keep up with our student needs. We 
have a 73% increase in scholarship
applications—35% of students who apply 
do not receive a scholarship. Providing 
scholarship support for Western students 
changes lives and benefits the community 
by providing the skilled employees our local 
businesses need.

Bernard Kriesel is 95 years old and making 
the most of his retirement. A humble and 
quiet type, Bernard was a pilot for over
75 years and the manager-owner of his
family’s berry farm for almost as long.
With his
trademark
quick mind
and love of 
experimental 
tinkering, he 
converted
his farm
equipment 
to run on recycled soybean oil he collected 
from appreciative area restaurants. He also 
spends his time building small airplanes. 
Now, this selfless and forward-thinking hero 
has engineered a way to make technical 
education more affordable. 

With a fondness for the trades and a
desire to inspire others to look at technical
careers, Bernard established a new
program at Western called The Bernard
and Hildegard Kriesel Loan Fund. The
new program provides no-interest loans
to technical college students who have no
other means to pay. Once the students 
launch their careers, they work with the 
Foundation to establish a loan repayment 

plan. Repaying the interest-free loan
provides opportunities for other students
to receive the same assistance. While
college loan debt is soaring, this new 
program serves as a model for an effective 

alternative funding method.

Preferring mental pursuits 
over possessions, Bernard 
lived his entire life within 
his means and saved plenty 
along the way. Because of his 
financial discipline, Bernard 
is able to help students 

with their education and careers. Bernard’s 
philanthropy created these funds, and
student success make it possible for others 
to benefit from this self-sustaining program.

"Friends like Bernard make a great difference 
in the lives of people right here in western 
Wisconsin and help us bring more people into 
technical careers.” 
                 – President Roger Stanford

“We felt very fortunate 
to be able to help students 
enter their career field.”        
           – Bernard Kriesel

Are you interested in
providing scholarship
support for students

entering technical careers?
Please contact the Foundation
at 608-785-9487 to learn how 
easy it is to start a scholarship!

Bernard at the berry farm with his niece, Victoria, and her husband, Craig, Western class of 1987.


